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GALESBURG PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Galesburg  
Public Library 
40 E. Simmons St.  
Galesburg, IL  61401 
(309) 343-6118 
www.galesburglibrary.org 

Hours of Operation 
Monday - Thursday: 
9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday: 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 1:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

Galesburg Public  
Library Mission  
Statement 
To serve the community 
as a general center of  
information, and to  
provide opportunity and 
encouragement for people 
to use its services and  
materials to meet their 
educational, personal, 
professional, recreational 
and cultural needs. 
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FRIENDS BOOK SALE 
on Saturday, October 24 

9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
  

Bargain Bag Day 
 $1.50/bag of books 

Monday, October 26 
9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

 

Date Due Stamping 
 Due to the fragility of audio-visual materials, the date due for such materials 
will no longer be stamped on them. A printed receipt with the date due will be issued 
instead. If a patron has a question regarding the due date, a quick call to the library   
can be made or one’s account can be checked online if you have access to the Internet. 
 
New Database Computers 
 Three designated computers in the reference-reading room area of the library 
are now featuring  the following databases: InfoTrac, a periodical and newspaper      
article index; Ancestry.Com, a genealogy information website; NoveList, a fiction  
reference site; IllinoisworkNet, an Illinois jobs, careers website for individuals and 
businesses; the library’s catalog and website; and the City of Galesburg’s website.                                        
 Patrons wanting to use one of these computers are asked to limit their time to 
one hour. If no one is waiting to use it, a patron may ask to use it for a little more time. 
These computers currently do not have an automatic timer on them like the regular 
Internet ones do. Patrons are asked to use and share as availability allows.  
 
Tri-States Audio Information Services 
 There is a radio reading service available through Western Illinois University.       
Visually impaired, learning impaired and physically impaired patrons may be eligible 
for this free service. Applications are available at the library. The service provides ra-
dios which are made to receive the special frequency broadcasted readings of a variety 
of newspapers and magazines. The library has a unit available to try in the library as 
well as a listing of the programming available. Applications may be found on the top  
of shelving in the audio books section of the library, or stop by the Reference Desk. 
You may also call the audio information service at (309)298-2403. 

Monica Berlin was recently appointed to the library board by Mayor Garza to replace 
Louisa Buck. Louisa began her term on the library board in June 2002. During 
her tenure she served as secretary of the board, chair of the long-range planning 
committee and member of the building committee. The library director and staff 
are most grateful for Louisa’s years of  service. We welcome Monica to the board.  
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How is royal succession determined in Great Britain?  After William, would it go to Andrew or Anne? 
 
The rules for this go all the way back to the 1700s when Scotland and England agreed to legally have the same 
monarch. One of the concessions that England made to Scotland in order to stop the fighting between them was  
that the ruler would never be Catholic, only Protestant, and would be descended from James I through his grand-
daughter Princess Sophia. (James, in case you wondered, is the James for whom the King James translation of the 
Bible was made.) Additionally, the ruler must be the offspring of a legal marriage, and that marriage could not be  
to a Catholic. Needless to say, this has caused problems in Great Britain. There has been some protest among  mod-
erns who suggest this should be changed. 
 
Normally, succession passes from monarch to eldest son. If there is no son, it goes to eldest daughter. In other 
words, if there is any son at all, he rules. For example, in the current monarchy, after Prince Charles would come 
Prince William, then Prince Harry, Charles’ younger son. If both William and Harry died or could not rule, the next 
in line would be Prince Andrew, Queen Elizabeth’s second son, and following him, his children Princess Beatrice 
and then Princess Eugenie. Prince Andrew only has daughters, so in that case there would be a queen. And, of 
course, from there succession passes to the queen’s third son, Edward, and then his children. Princess Anne would 
not be tapped until after all of the sons and their children had died or been disqualified. 

Saturday, October 3, 2 - 4 pm: Animanga Mania Special: The Cat Returns (©Walt Disney Home Entertainment) 
Rejoice, Animanga Maniacs! GPL is hosting an Animanga Mania Special on Saturday, October 3 from 2 - 4 p.m.  
We’ll be having twice the fun as we watch The Cat Returns in a double-length drawing plus anime session. You 
can even Cosplay if you want. No registration is required; just show up to watch & draw!  
  
Tuesday, October 13, 6:30 - 7:30 pm: “Most Gruesome Hauntings of the Midwest”                           
Teens and adults, prepare for some scares as paranormal researcher Chad Lewis presents this program on Tuesday, 
October 13 from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. If you love creepy, true-life tales, you’ll be entranced, but beware, this program 
is not for the faint of heart. Presentation will be held upstairs in GPL’s Sanderson Room. No registration is        
required. The program is free. 

 American Girls Club - Rebecca, Sunday, October 4 at 2 p.m. Join us for a party for the newest   
American Girl, Rebecca. We will be making crafts and refreshments from the 1914 era. A $1 registration fee is 
due in the Children’s Room by September 27. 
 Movie Day, Monday, October 12. Free movies and popcorn at the library. At 9:30 a.m., Bolt (©Disney) 
will be shown;at 1:30 p.m., Race to Witch Mountain (©Disney); and at 3:30 p.m., Inkheart (©Warner.) 
 Grossology, October 15 from 6 - 7 p.m. Get ready for Halloween or just for fun. We’ll be making fake 
blood, fake wounds, “It’s Not S’not”and, of course, gross food. A $1 registration fee is due in the Children’s 
Room by October 8. 
 Music Morning  - Saturday, October 17 at 10 a.m. The Knox-Galesburg soloist Ariel Chapman will be 
presenting a program about the stringed instrument the viola. 
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Radio Personalities 

Listen to library staff 
members talk about     
upcoming library pro-
grams and events on 
WGIL-1400 AM on 
Tuesday, October 6 at 
9:15 a.m. and on WAIK-
1590 AM on Monday, 
October 26 at 8:15 a.m. 
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Teen Advisory Board 
 
Tuesday, October 6,      
7 - 7:30 p.m. Teen     
Advisory Board -      
Calling all teens! Join the 
GPL Teen Advisory 
Board. We’ll meet at 
Kaldi’s, 124 E. Simmons 
St., to plan programs and 
more. Hope you can 
come and join us!   
 

Animanga 
 
Wednesday, October 28, 
3:30 - 4:30 p.m.          
Animanga Mania - 
Teens, join us for Ani-
manga Mania Afternoons! 
We’ll be watching an 
anime series & drawing 
manga-style. No registra-
tion required. Just show up 
to watch & draw! 

 Adult and Teen Program 
 
On Tuesday, October 13, 
6:30 - 7:30 p.m., paranormal   
researcher Chad Lewis will 
present his program on the 
“Most Gruesome Hauntings 
in the Midwest.”       
WARNING: This program is 
not for the faint of heart! 
 
 

     The Friends of the Galesburg Public Library met at the library on August 19. A “wish list” generated by       
employees and customers of the library was presented to the membership. The following expenses were approved:  
$2,150 to provide programming, materials and shipping for the Science of Harry Potter exhibit coming in         
June 2010; stools for the adult reading room window; digital video camera; concave mirror for Internet area; 
freezer to store negatives in the archives; and money to purchase the Teen Advisory Board painted bench at the 
Big Brother/Big Sister auction. Friends have volunteered 385 hours during the period from October 30, 2008 
through May 20, 2009. Volunteers were acknowledged for their help, especially Nancy Lambing and Judy Smith, 
who coordinate the profitable book sales twice a year. Officers are as follows: President, Barb Brown; Vice-
President, Elizabeth Means; Secretary, Pat Reyburn; Treasurer, Nancy Lambing. 
     The Fall Book Sale is Saturday, October 24 from 9:00 to 4:00 p.m. The $1.50 per bag sale is the following 
Monday, October 26, from 9:00 to 2:00 p.m. 

October brings cool weather, colorful leaves and Halloween, which leads to stories about haunted houses and ghosts. 
So this month I have a “spooky” library mystery to tell you about.  
 
When the new library was being built in 1961, a strange thing happened. Landscaping was being done, and one of  
the crane operators who was digging a hole unearthed a strange object. It was the bottom half of a 106-year-old 
tombstone that was found about three feet under the ground. Unfortunately, the only engraving left on the stone was 
“Died November 7, 1854, Age 59 years.” The top of the tombstone was nowhere to be found. Several theories 
abounded as to how that grave marker could have ended up under the old Carnegie Library. Some thought it might 
be from Beecher Chapel, if there had been a cemetery adjacent to the church. Another speculation was that perhaps  
it was a member of the Sanderson family. The Sandersons had a house on the property right about where the          
Children’s Room is now before the old library was built. It was suggested that maybe a family member had been 
buried in the backyard. I have heard of burying someone on the “back 40,” but never right in the backyard! Another 
assumption was that it was simply fill for the old library’s foundation.  
 
The crane operator who found the tombstone was Nick Vacca. He also owned the Silver Front Tavern at               
124 W. Main St. He took the old grave marker to his bar and put it on display. It has since disappeared and no one 
seems to know where it might be.  
 
A few years ago there was a joke among some of our high school employees that when they heard a strange noise or 
something went missing, the “Library Phantom” was responsible. Perhaps there’s more to this story than we know.   
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Phone: (309) 343-6118 
Fax: (309) 343-4877 
www.galesburglibrary.org 
 
Monday - Thursday:  9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 1:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
  

Galesburg Public Library 
40 E. Simmons St. 
Galesburg, IL 61401 

Book Clubs:  
In Agatha Christie’s Hallowe’en Party, a child boasts of having witnessed a murder. A few hours later, that child is 
dead, and Hercule Poirot is faced with one of the most challenging cases of his long and brilliant career. Join the 
Thursday Book Club at Kaldi’s Coffeehouse on Thursday, October 8, at 6:30 p.m. for a discussion of this  
seasonal offering from the Queen of Crime. 
 
The Tuesday Book Club will meet at the library on Tuesday, October 13, at 1:00 p.m. to discuss Water for          
Elephants by Sara Gruen. It’s a novel set at an American circus during the Great Depression. The touching Nature 
documentary The Urban Elephant will be shown at 2 p.m. after the discussion    
 
Book club discussions are open to all, and newcomers are welcome. The Tuesday Book Club meets the second 
Tuesday of every month at the library at 1:00 p.m. Discussion is normally followed by a related movie or              
documentary. The Thursday Book Club meets the second Thursday of every month at 6:30 p.m. at Kaldi’s Coffee-
house. Copies of the books are available at the library’s Circulation Desk about one month before discussion. Contact 
Jane    at the Reference Desk for more information.  
 
Movie Club: The Movie of the Book Club will meet at Showplace 8 the evening of Tuesday, October 20 to see         
a new movie with literary ties if one is playing, or another good movie if one is not. We may see Where the Wild   
Things Are, based on Maurice Sendak’s classic children’s book. Whatever movie we see, we’ll have a fun time       
discussing it at Perkins Restaurant afterwards. Both the movie and the restaurant are pay-your-own-way. Call the   
Reference Department at the library the week before for the exact title and time, or send an email to                           
reference@galesburglibrary.org to be added to the movie club’s email distribution list. Newcomers always welcome.       
(If you are new, look for our sign at the restaurant, or ask restaurant wait staff to help you find us.) 

Newsletter 
Every month a copy of the library’s newsletter is posted on our website at www.galesburglibrary.org. If you   
would like to receive an email alert when the latest issue is posted, or receive a copy in the mail, call or stop by    
the Reference Desk to be added to our email or mailing list. For questions or comments regarding the  newsletter, 
call the editor, Cynthia Heather, at the library, 343-6118, or email her at cynthiah@galesburglibrary.org.  


