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Hours of Operation 
Monday—Thursday: 
9:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday: 
9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 
1:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 
       Thru May 18 
  Closed in Summer 
 Resume September 7 
            

Note 
The entrance by 
the Children’s 
Room is now for  
emergency exit 
only. Please use the 
library’s other  
doors off  Simmons 
Street and the back 
parking lot to enter  
and exit the library. 
Thank you. 
 

 
Library Closed 

 
Fr iday, March 21 

and 
Sunday, March 23 

Let’s All Read Together 
The Big Read 2008 is here! Do you talk with friends and colleagues about the latest episode 
of American Idol or Dancing with the Stars? The purpose of The Big Read is to bring resi-
dents of a community together to read and discuss a classic novel as another option for con-
versation. This is the second year that Galesburg residents can participate in The Big Read, a 
national initiative to restore reading to the center of American culture.   
 
Twenty communities in west central Illinois are reading Ernest Hemingway’s A Farewell  
to Arms. Activities related to the novel will be going on during March and April throughout  
the Galesburg area. Events include movie viewings, guest speakers, a field trip to Heming-
way’s birthplace, writing and photography contests, poetry slams and book discussions. The 
kick-off event for The Big Read is the Rootabaga Jazz Festival on March 15, at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Orpheum Theater. Early arrivals will receive a complimentary copy of A Farewell to 
Arms, along with supplementary discussion materials. The Big Read culminates with the 
Sandburg Days Festival for the Mind, April 24-27. For information about upcoming events, 
check the calendar of events in this newsletter, visit The Big Read website linked from the 
library’s website at www.galesburglibrary.org, or connect to www.sandburg.edu/festival.    
 
Set in Italy and Switzerland during World War I, A Farewell to Arms is the tragic love story 
between an American ambulance driver, Lieutenant Fredrick Henry, and his English Nurse, 
Catherine Barkley. Badly wounded at the front, Frederic finds himself bedridden in a Milan 
hospital, where he and Catherine fall deeply in love. While Frederic recovers from surgery 
and prepares to return to action, Catherine discovers she is pregnant. Though the couple has 
escaped the war, there are dangers that cannot be anticipated or avoided. The final chapter is 
one of the most famous and heartbreaking conclusions in modern literature.  
 
Copies of the book are available for $15.00 at the following locations: Galesburg Public  
Library, Warren County Public Library, Carl Sandburg College and Knox College book-
stores, Innkeeper’s, Kaldi’s and Calico Cat. Copies may also be borrowed from your local 
public library.   

Coming Events 
Planning to attend college or return to college? Come to Galesburg Public Library’s  
Financial Aid for  College Night! Terry Jackson from Knox College and Lisa Hanson  
from Carl Sandburg Community College will talk about different types and timetables for 
financial aid, whether you’ re a high school junior or an adult changing careers. Join us on  
Tuesday, March 11, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. upstairs in the library to learn about financial aid  
for college! 
 
Teens, join us for Animanga Mania Afternoons! On the last Wednesday of each month 
star ting March 26 from 3:30-4:30 p.m., we’ ll be watching anime series, swapping manga 
and hosting an open-draw session upstairs in the Sanderson Room. You can even Cosplay if 
you want! No registration required; just show up to watch, swap and draw! 



Children’s Room News          
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Spiderman is Coming 
Join the “web-slinger”  on Thursday, March 13 from 6-7 p.m. for games and activities. Get your picture taken and 
enter your ticket for the drawing for a door prize. Registration fee of $1 per child is required by Tuesday, March 11. 
Music Morning 
Knox-Galesburg Symphony soloist David Washburn will be presenting a program on “The Trumpet”  on Saturday, 
March 29 at 10 a.m. 

Odds & Ends   
Radio Personalities 
Reminder! Listen to library staff 
members talk about upcoming 
library programs and events on 
WGIL -1400 AM on Tuesday, 
March 4 at 9:15 a.m. and on 
WAIL - 1590 AM on Monday, 
March 24 at 8:45 a.m. 

Newsletter  Info 
The Galesburg Public Library newsletter is available both in printed form 
through the postal system and by email notification. The printed letter is also 
available at the Circulation Desk and in the Children’s Room. If you receive 
your copy through the postal service and would like to be “green,”  saving  
paper and postage, call the Reference Desk at 343-6118 and ask to change to 
the email format. The newsletter is available on our website with or without 
notification at www.galesburglibrary.org. (Click on the “Calendar”  link.) If 
you currently do not receive any copy, but would like to, please sign up the 
next time you are at the library or call the Reference Desk. 

Human Searc h Engine   by Faith Burdic k � �� �� ��� �� �� ��� �� �� ��� �� �� �� ����
Question: I  know it’ s ear ly, but I ’d like to have an asparagus bed this year . Can I  just dig a trench and put the 
plants in, or  do I  need to do anything special? 
     
    Asparagus can be planted as soon as the ground can be worked. That means the soil should be dry enough to fall 
apart into a nice crumble in your hand, not squished together and staying that way when you squeeze a handful.  
    Here’s the hard part. Dig your trench 6 inches deep and a foot wide. Whew! Asparagus is a heavy feeder (aren’ t we 
all?), and a successful bed can last as long as 20 years, so you must put lots of good “ food”  in the trench for the 
“babies.”  Hack around in the bottom of the bed to loosen up the remaining soil for at least another 6 inches. Then mix 
a one inch layer of compost or manure and a pound of bone meal for every 20 square feet of bed area into the loose 
soil at the bottom of the trench. (Why does math have to be involved here?  Drat!)  Also add compost to the soil you 
take out. 
    The little crowns now go in the trench, 18-24 inches apart. Gently spread the roots out. If you want to REALLY 
give them a head start, soak them in compost tea (yum) for 20 minutes before planting. Cover them with 2 inches of 
removed soil and water well. You may want to cover the mound of leftover soil so it doesn’ t wash or blow away. 
When the young shoots sprout, keep adding soil every week or two until you’ve filled the trench. This must be why  
asparagus is so expensive at the store! 
     Now the waiting begins. You have to wait a whole year before you can have any asparagus! But when you get that 
first harvest, it’s worth it! Better not tell me, or I might show up for dinner! 

Ongoing Teen Programs 

The Galesburg Public Library Teen Advisory Board meets the second Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. Interested? Stop by 
the Reference Desk to apply. 
 
On Wednesdays through April 2, from 6-7 p.m. the Knox County Health Department and the University of Illinois Exten-
sion will be presenting their Heart Smart for Teens programs. These are great family-centered programs for teens and 
adults. Come check it out. 
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Big Read Events at the L ibrary and Around Town 
 
March 
3/7 and 3/8 - Fr iday and Saturday, 6:30 p.m. - Surpr isingly Hip Jazz Band, Best Western Prairie Inn, 
Galesburg. Jazz trio will play music from different jazz eras. 
3/11 - Tuesday, 1:00 p.m. - Book Discussion, Galesburg Public Library. The Tuesday Book Club will  
discuss A Farewell to Arms. New participants are welcome. 
3/11 - Tuesday, 2:00 p.m. - Movie Screening of The Old Man and the Sea (© Pascal Blais, 1999),  
Galesburg Public Library. This Oscar-winning animated film is based on Hemingway’s short story. 
3/13 - Thursday, 6:30 p.m. - Book Discussion, Kaldi’s Coffeehouse and Tearoom, Galesburg. Join GHS 
English teachers Gayle Stewart and Laurie Aten for a lively discussion of  A Farewell to Arms. 
3/15 - Saturday, 7:30 p.m. - Rootabaga Jazz Festival and Big Read Kick-Off, Orpheum Theater,  
Galesburg. This event combines local scholastic talent with regional and internationally recognized jazz  
artists. Free copies of A Farewell to Arms will be distributed to the first arrivals. 
3/22 - Saturday, 2:00 p.m. - Opening kick-off for  the exhibit Pictur ing Hemingway: A Writer  in His 
Time, Carl Sandburg birthplace, Galesburg. Guest speaker will be Redd Griffin, director of the Hemingway 
Foundation in Oak Park, Illinois. 
3/25 - Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. - Movie Screening of The Great Gatsby (© Paramount Pictures, 1974),  
Galesburg Public Library. This story is based on F. Scott Fitzgerald’s book set in the Jazz Age. 
3/26 - Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. - Surpr isingly Hip Jazz Band, Best Western Prairie Inn, Galesburg. 
3/26 - Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. - “ Haven’ t You a Father?”  Warren County Public Library, Monmouth.  
The lecture will be about the theme of sons without fathers in Hemingway’s fiction.  
 
Apr il 
4/1 - Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. - Book Discussion, Galesburg Public Library. Join GHS English teachers Gayle 
Stewart and Laurie Aten for a lively discussion of  A Farewell to Arms. 
4/4 and 4/5 - Fr iday and Saturday, 6:30 p.m. - Surpr isingly Hip Jazz Band, Best Western Prairie Inn, 
Galesburg. Jazz trio will play music from different jazz eras. 
4/4 - Fr iday, 7:00 p.m. - Movie Screening of A Farewell to Arms (© Image Entertainment), Orpheum 
Theater, Galesburg. The 1932 version of A Farewell to Arms starring Gary Cooper and Helen Hayes will be 
shown. Robin Metz, Professor of English at Knox College, will introduce the movie and provide background 
about Ernest Hemingway. Free admission, concessions available. 
4/6 - Sunday, 2:00 p.m. - The Big Wr ite Winners Reception, Galesburg Public Library. A reception for 
The Big Write creative writing contest  winners, entrants, friends, family and the community will be held. 
Refreshments will be served and winners will have the opportunity to read their entries. 
4/8 - Tuesday, 1:00 p.m. - Book Discussion, Galesburg Public Library. Join author Paula Huntley for a dis-
cussion of her book The Hemingway Book Club of Kosovo. This is a unique opportunity to meet the author 
and ask her questions. Newcomers are welcome. 
4/8 - Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. - Teen Poetry Slam, Galesburg Public Library. Join area teens for a Teen Poetry 
Slam featuring winners from GPL’s Big Write contest, as well as a jazz combo from Knox College.  
Recitations of poetry, song lyrics and short stories are welcome. 
4/9 - Wednesday, 2:00 p.m., Warren Co. Library, Monmouth and 6:30 p.m., Galesburg Public Library. 
Presentations by Paula Huntley, author  of The Hemingway Book Club of Kosovo. Ms. Huntley describes 
her experiences in Kosovo, the young Kosovar students she came to know, the resulting book club and how  
a classic novel by Ernest Hemingway transcends time and place.  
 
(continued on back page)  
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Big Read Events Continued 
4/10 - Thursday, 12:30 p.m. - Presentation by author  Paula Huntley.  Crist Student Center, Carl  
Sandburg College, Galesburg. 
4/10 - Thursday, 6:30 p.m. - Book Discussion, Kaldi’s Coffeehouse and Tearoom, Galesburg.   
The Hemingway Book Club of Kosovo with author Paula Huntley. Newcomers are welcome. 
4/13 - Sunday, 2:00 p.m. - Movie screening of A Farewell to Arms (© Image Entertainment), Galesburg 
Public Library. 
4/16 - Wednesday, 7:00 a.m. - Field Tr ip to Hemingway’s Roots in Oak Park, I llinois through Carl 
Sandburg College. Explore Hemingway’s birthplace and museum. Dine at the Hemingway Bistro. Enjoy a 
performance of Young Hemingway in World War I. For more information, call CSC at 309-344-1512.  
4/20 - Sunday, 2:00 p.m. - Images of the Roar ing Twenties, Galesburg Public Library. This program 
captures the spirit of the twenties by illuminating the connections between music, dance, fashion and     
social change in what came to be known as the Jazz Age. 
4/24 - Thursday, 6:30 p.m. - Car l Sandburg College Poetry Contest Awards Presentation, Crist   
Center, CSC. Carl Sandburg College will honor the winners of the 19th annual Carl Sandburg Poetry  
Contest. Category winners are invited to the awards ceremony to read their winning poems and accept 
their certificates and prizes.  
4/24 - 7:00 p.m. - Musical Program - Carl Sandburg Birthplace, Galesburg. Musician Greg Reish  
performing folk music selections from Carl Sandburg’s American Songbag. Free and open to the public. 
4/25 - Fr iday, 4:00 - 8:00 p.m. - Gallery Walk, downtown Galesburg.  
4/25 - 5:00 p.m. - Photography Contest Reception, Galesburg Public Library.  
4/25 - 7:30 p.m. - Mark Smith Poetry Slam, Cherry St. Brewing Co., Galesburg. Nominal admission.  
4/26 - Saturday, 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. - Free Face Painting, Discovery Depot Children’s Museum, 
Galesburg. 
4/262:00 p.m. - Knox College Poetry Contest Awards Presentation, Carl Sandburg Historic Site barn, 
Galesburg. 
4/27 - Sunday, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. - Discover  Photography Seminar , Galesburg Public Library. Presented 
by Galesburg Camera Club. Free and open to the public.  
 
LUX Radio Theater  broadcast of A Farewell to Arms with Clark Gable and Josephine Hutcheson. 
WGIL and WAIK radios. Dates to be announced. 
 
Displays��
March 15 - Apr il 26: World War I display, Galesburg Public Library �
March 15 - May 31: Hemingway Exhibit, Knox College Seymour Library, Galesburg 
March 22 - Apr il 27: Picturing Hemingway: A Writer in His Time, Carl Sandburg birthplace, Galesburg 
March 28 - Apr il 18: A Farewell to Arms display, Hewes Library, Monmouth College, Monmouth 


