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Galesburg  
Public Library 
40 E. Simmons St.  
Galesburg, IL  61401 
(309) 343-6118 
www.galesburglibrary.org 

Hours of Operation 
Monday - Thursday: 
9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday: 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 
1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 

Galesburg Public  
Library Mission  
Statement 
 
To serve the community 
as a general center of  
information, and to  
provide opportunity and 
encouragement for people 
to use its services and  
materials to meet their 
educational, personal, 
professional, recreational 
and cultural needs. 

 
Library Closed 

 Monday, 
September 1 
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Take a trip back to 1958 at the Galesburg Public 
Library ice cream social on Sunday, September 7, 
when we resume Sunday hours after the summer 
break. Enjoy some ice cream, be amazed by the 
magic tricks of Rick Brammer and take in the 1958 
movie The Blob (© Criterion). The social runs from 
2:00 - 4:00 p.m. All ages are welcome. We thank 
Hy-Vee for donating the ice cream for this event. 

George Hopkins, retired Western Illinois University history professor, will present 
“The Assassination of Abraham Lincoln and the Manhunt for His Killer” at  

7:00 p.m. on September 16, at the Galesburg Public 
Library. The presentation is the story of Lincoln’s assas-
sination and the unusual events that led up to the tragedy 
in 1865. Slides will accompany the presentation of 
unique historical facts.   
 
Hopkins began teaching American history at Western 
Illinois University in 1968. He retired in 2005 but contin-
ued to teach as professor emeritus until 2007. He was 

voted distinguished faculty lecturer by his colleagues in 2003.   
 
This presentation is sponsored by the Civil War Roundtable and the Galesburg Public 
Library. Admission to the event is free. A free-will offering will be collected to help 
defray the publishing costs for an upcoming book about the Lincoln-Douglas debates 
for elementary age children written by Elizabeth Van Steenwyk.  

The library is offering the following computer classes:                                            
 Internet Overview  - Wednesday, Sept. 17, 10-11 a.m.                                          
 Basic Mouse Class - Wednesday, Sept. 24 10-11 a.m.                                             
 Basic Internet Class - Wednesday Oct. 1, 10-11 a.m.                                             
 Basic Email Class - Wednesday, Oct. 8, 10 -11:30 a.m.                                           

You may register for any or all of these classes at the Reference Desk. There is a    
nonrefundable registration fee of $1 required for each class. 
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The summer reading program “ Catch the Reading Bug” was a big success. There were 923 children registered for 
the program, and 516 completed the six levels of reading. We thank the following sponsors for helping us: Friends of 
the Library, Steak ‘N’ Shake, Pizza Hut (Brickhouse Management), Discovery Depot, Skate Palace, Lakeside Pool 
and Target. Go the Children’s Blog at www.galesburglibrary.org  for a review of the great programs we had. 
 
Kit Kittridge will be the featured American Girl on Saturday, September 27. She is an 11-year-old girl living dur-
ing the Great Depression. Come and join us for games and activities of Kit’s era. We will be playing a marble game 
and trivia, making pencil holders from tin cans, making a paper box and making a scrapbook. A $1 registration fee is 
required by Sept. 20. Please sign up in the Children’s Room. 

    - Knitting is red hot right now! Want to learn how? Join us upstairs in Galesburg Public Library's Sanderson 
Room on Saturday, September 6 at 2 p.m. to learn the basics of knitting and begin a small project. Each participant 
will receive supplies needed to complete the craft, including a starter set of needles! Sign-up limited to 20. Call the 
library at 343-6118 or stop by the Reference Desk at the library to reserve your space in our How to Knit program. 
    - Calling all teens! Join the GPL Teen Advisory Board. We’ll meet at 6 p.m. on the second Tuesday of each 
month (Sept. 9) to plan programs, select material for the library, enjoy snacks and more. To sign up for the board, 
stop by the Reference Desk for a Teen Advisory Board Guidelines and Permission Sheet. Hope to see you there! 
    - Teens, join us for Animanga Mania Afternoons! On the last Wednesday of each month, starting Aug. 27 from 
3:30 - 4:30 p.m., we'll be watching anime series, swapping manga and hosting an open-draw session upstairs in the 
Sanderson Room. You can even Cosplay if you want! No registration required; just show up.   
   - We need 100 dresses!  Galesburg Public Library seeks donations of great-condition prom or bridesmaid dresses, 
tuxes, shoes and accessories from the last few years.  Bring your gently-used (within the last three years, please)  
attire to Galesburg Public Library to contribute to our 100 Dresses Prom Boutique in Spring 2009.  The Prom     
Boutique will provide no-cost prom attire to Galesburg High School teens in Spring 2009.  Questions? Call 343-
6118 and ask for Kari the Young Adult Librarian.  Recycle your fancy dress with GPL’s 100 Dresses! 

 Question:  I know Robert Newton Ford shot Jesse James.  I’d like to know something more about his life. 
     Not a lot is known about Bob Ford. He was only a member of the James gang at its end. Bob and his brother, Charley, 
had moved to Missouri from Virginia. They lived with their widowed sister Martha Bolton and “farmed.” They became 
friends with James around 1879. Martha eventually became the cause of a gun battle between two of the gang members.  
One was killed. Bob was present at this and was known to have also fired. Although everyone at the time thought the other 
man was the killer, some historians think that Bob may have been the actual killer. He might have seen this as a way to get 
rid of two gang members at once. Jesse James was known to take vengeance for offenses against him, and the dead man was 
a cousin. The governor had offered a huge reward for the death or capture of James, so Bob’s sister negotiated a deal. Bob 
would be pardoned and rewarded in return for James.  
      James himself had already wiped out most of his gang because of vengeance and paranoia. Bob wasn’t yet a gang mem-
ber like his brother Charley, but at this point Jesse needed help and actually invited them to move in with him and his     
family. As one historian said, “Jesse James had only two followers remaining, and both were plotting to kill him.” 
     The brothers had to wait for the right time, as Jesse was very watchful and seldom unarmed. They got their chance on an 
unusually hot day when Jesse removed his coat. He wanted to go out into the yard. Since he lived anonymously to protect 
his family, he also removed his guns. That was all it took. Instantly, Bob Ford shot him in the back of the head. The pardon 
and reward were his. 
     The Fords actually made a living for several years out of their treachery. They had a traveling show called “How I Killed 
Jesse James.” But crime truly doesn’t pay. Charley shot himself in 1884, and Bob was himself murdered in 1892. 
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Radio Personalities 

Listen to library staff members 
talk about upcoming library  

programs and events on  
WGIL-1400 AM on Tuesday,  

September 2 at 9:15 a.m.                                 
and on WAIK-1590 AM on 
Monday, September 22 at          

8:45 a.m.            
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     The library has added several “Playaway” books to the collection. These additions are audio books and audio play-
ers all in one unit. How handy is that? They are currently on display at the end of the audio book shelving. Come try 
this new, convenient option. Borrowers need to provide their own headphones. 
     The library has also acquired a new computer, a laptop, located in the adult reading room. The main purpose of the 
computer is for small business development activities such as researching and creating business proposals, designing 
business presentations, etc. The computer has the following software on it: Microsoft Word, Excel, Publisher and 
Powerpoint. Internet access is available on it for conducting business research. Funding for the laptop was awarded by 
the Illinois State Library, using funds provided by the Institute of Museum and Library Services under the federal Li-
brary Services and Technology Act. The computer may also be used for regular word processing tasks if no one   
needs it at the time for the above purposes. 
     New paperback books are now located along the wall, around the corner from the rental books. The new paperbacks 
are each labeled with their genre (romance, mystery, etc.) and shelved alphabetically by authors’ last names. 

 Young Adult and Adult Summer Reading Program 

The summer reading program ended on July 26. The 98 teens who signed up for 
the program read 583 books. This is double the number of teens who participated 
in 2007. The Grand Prize was an Ipod Nano funded by the Friends of the Gales-
burg Public Library and awarded to Raven Ayers. Of the 77 adults who signed up, 
34 read eight books to finish the program and received a prize of a $5 Innkeeper’s 
Coffee coupon. Thank you to Innkeeper’s for helping with this. For each of the 
345 books read by adults, a book will be added to the library’s collection with a 
bookplate recognizing a participant. Participation and completion numbers for 
adults were up from 2007.     

Labor Day 100 years ago was a large celebration. The festivities began on Monday, September 9  with the annual parade 
that was several blocks long. Most of the labor organizations were represented with the Brotherhood of Trainmen, plumb-
ers, carpenters and electricians marching as well as the Typographical Union, boilermakers, iron molders, cigar makers, 
retail clerks, tailors, bootblacks and the Plasterers’ Union. The Galesburg Military Band, the Galesburg Ball Team, a car-
riage carrying Mayor Shumway and a platoon of police were also present. 
 
In addition, there were floats. One of the most novel was that of the electrician’s union. It consisted of a large wagon with 
telephone poles on each end. In the center were telephones, electric lights and wiring systems - high tech devices of the 
day. Another part of the parade, although not as exciting, was certainly a good advertisement and a reminder that cold 
weather was coming soon. It featured the People’s Fuel Company, which had five mule-drawn wagons heaped with coal. 
At the end of the parade was a calliope belonging to the Great Parker Shows, a carnival that arrived by a special 34-car 
train. The show was set up on Simmons Street. 
 
Approximately 3,500 people passed through the gates of the carnival the first day and came away as “enthusiastic boost-
ers,” being much pleased with the “pretty little amusement city.” The big attraction, which was free, was called Beyond 
the Limit. The star was a bicyclist who went by the name Velaire. He rode down a high narrow slide that was called an 
“aerial pathway” and was shot “into space.”  He flew 60 feet above and over the breathless crowd, somersaulted and 
plunged into a shallow tank of water to emerge unharmed. Other shows included the Georgia Minstrels, the Home of the 
Merry Widow, the Belles, the Lemon and the Superba. It is not known what these attractions offered, but people 
thought they were all that they had been advertised they would be. All who attended felt the entertainments were 
novel, clean and wholesome.  
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Galesburg, IL  61401 

Phone: (309) 343-6118 
Fax: (309) 343-4877 
www.galesburglibrary.org 
 
Monday - Thursday:  9:00 a.m.- 8:00 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday: 9:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 

Galesburg Public Library 
40 E. Simmons St. 
Galesburg, IL 61401 

Tuesday Book Club: In Angel’s Rest by Charles Davis, 11-year-old Charlie York leads an idyllic life in the 
shadow of Angel’s Rest, a mountain in the Virginia Alleghenies. Then, one afternoon in 1967, Charlie’s 
father is killed by a shotgun blast and his mother is arrested for murder. Put in the care of Lacy Albert Coe, 
an old black man, Charlie hears the music of Coe’s many stories as he tries to understand the hate that fills 
the people of rural Sunnyside, Virginia. Discuss this touching story of loss, grief, prejudice and the power 
of love with the Tuesday Book Club on Tuesday, September 9, at 1:00 p.m. Discussion will be followed 
at 2:00 p.m. by a viewing of the documentary Mountain Memories: An Appalachian Sense of Place (© Real 
Earth Productions). Award-winning nature photographer Jim Clark is profiled in this 30-minute film from 
2002 about his love and passion for nature photography. The program contains 125 stunning images from 
the Allegheny Highlands of West Virginia.  

Thursday Book Club: Charming Southern eccentrics populate Miss Julia Speaks Her Mind, the story of a 
proper Presbyterian wife who finds her true self after the sudden death of her husband of 44 years. Along 
with its homespun appeal, the novel offers an interesting take on gender, race and family in the South; it’s 
fast-paced and funny despite author Ann B. Ross’s persistent references to serious issues. You are invited  
to discuss this book, the first in a series, with the Thursday Book Club on Thursday, September 11 at  
6:30 p.m. at Kaldi’s Coffeehouse. 

Movie Club: The Movie Club will meet the evening of September 16 at Showplace 8 to see a new movie, 
one with literary connections if possible. The exact title and time will be announced about a week before, 
once the theater posts its schedule. The group will head to Perkins Restaurant afterwards for discussion. 
Each outing, one lucky attendee wins a $5 Showplace 8 gift certificate! Newcomers are always welcome.  
 

Sunday afternoon at the movies: The 2008 movie Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day (©Universal Studios) 
will be shown upstairs at the library on Sunday, September 21 at 2:00 p.m. Based on a 1938 Winifred 
Watson novel, it is a colorful story about lives stalled in middle age but kick-started again by the follies of 
youthful lovers. Frances McDormand stars as Miss Pettigrew. Full of Art Deco trappings and paced with a 
vintage, screwball comedy energy, Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day is a contemporary version of a Holly-
wood classic. It runs for 90 minutes and is rated PG-13.  


