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Author to Speak

Paula Huntley, author of The Hemingway Book Club of Kosovo, will be the keynote
speaker for The Big Read 2008. Huntley taught English as a second language for eight
months in Kosovo, one year after NATO planes stopped the ethnic cleansing of Kosovo’'s
Albanians by Serb forces. Huntley kept ajournal of her experience, never imagining that
it would become a highly-acclaimed book. Since its publication in February 2003, The
Hemingway Book Club of Kosovo has received many honors and made the best seller and
“Top Books of 2003 lists in markets around the country.

When Huntley’ s students showed interest in forming an American-style book club, she
stumbled upon a stray English language edition of Ernest Hemingway' s The Old Man and
the Sea. Hemingway' s fable touched all of the students deeply, and the club became a
forum in which they could discuss both the terrors of their past and their hopes for the
future. The Hemingway Book Club of Kosovo has become a favorite of book groups
throughout the U.S. Many American readers have been inspired by the book to volunteer
abroad, to welcome exchange students into their homes and simply to learn more about the
rest of the world.

Paula Huntley has appeared on many national television and radio programs. She speaks
about the value of aliberal arts education, the importance of understanding other cultures
and societies and about the dangers of prejudice and stereotyping.

Paula Huntley will speak at the following venues.

Galesburg Public Library - April 8, 1:00 p.m.

Warren County Public Library - April 9, 2:00 p.m.

Galesburg Public Library - April 9, 6:30 p.m.

Carl Sandburg College Crist Student Center - April 10, 12:30 p.m.
Kaldi’s Coffehouse - April 10, 6:30 p.m.

Copies of The Hemingway Book Club of Kosovo are currently available for sale at the
Galesburg Public Library and will be available at the programs. Huntley will autograph
her book following each presentation. For more information about Paula Huntley or
The Big Read 2008, visit www.galesburglibrary.org.

Big Write Reception

You areinvited to attend a reception for the Big Write, the library’ sfirst creative
writing contest. The reception will take place upstairs at the library on Sunday,

April 6, at 2:00 p.m. The contest received over 150 entries from four age groups.
Winnerswill receive their prizes at the reception and will have the opportunity to read
their entries out loud. Entrants, family, friends and the community are welcome.
Refreshments will be served. The Big Write is funded by the Friends of the Galesburg
Public Library and is part of the 2008 Big Read.
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Human Search Engine by raith Burdick

Question: Why does Easter come at a different time every year? Why can’t it be like Christmas?

That's because Easter iswhat is called a moveable feast. That meansit’s one of several holy days whose dates are
set according to things other than a simple calendar number.

To explain: In the early Christian church, Easter was the first festival ever observed. Originally it was celebrated
during the Jewish Passover, which is the time at which the events historically happened. Asthe years passed, how-
ever, some Christians began to feel that it was inappropriate for amajor Christian holiday to be celebrated on a
Jewish feast day. Arguments erupted between different factions in the Church. Even among those who thought
there should be a change there were disagreements. Should they use the Jewish calendar, which was based on the
moon, or the Roman calendar, which was based on the sun, to set the date? The date would be different, depending
on which system was used.

Finally, during the late 2™ or early 3" century, a compromise was reached. Easter would fall on the first Sunday
after thefirst full moon after the first day of spring. Whew! Let’s put it another way: The first day of spring comes.
Check for thefirst full moon, and Easter is the next Sunday! That explains why it moves around so much.

Now, it should be pointed out that there are still some Eastern Christian churches that use additional factorsin
deciding the date, so THEIR celebration of Easter, just like their celebration of Christmas, occurs at a slightly
different time. Nevertheless, the purpose is the same!

Teen NeWws by kari smith, Young Adult Librarian

Share your cregtivity at the GPL Teen Poetry Slam! Read your poetry, song lyrics, or very short prose for uson
Tuesday, April 8 at 6:30 p.m. upstairsin Galesburg Public Library. Shy? Just come to listen! We'll be hearing from
winners of the Big Write Contest, listening to ajazz combo from Knox College and noshing on snacks,

too. Questions? Call 343-6118 and ask for Kari, the Young Adult Librarian. Strut your poetic stuff at the Teen
Poetry Slam on April 8!

We need 100 dresses! Galesburg Public Library seeks donations of great-condition prom or bridesmaid dresses,
tuxes, shoes and accessories from the last few years. Bring your gently-used attire to Galesburg Public Library
between April 1 and May 31, 2008 to contribute to our 100 Dresses Prom Boutiquein Spring 2009. The Prom
Boutique will provide no-cost prom attire to Galesburg High School teensin Spring 2009. Questions? Call 343-6118
and ask for Kari, the Young Adult Librarian. Recycle your fancy dress with GPL’s 100 Dresses!

Children’s Room News

Fairies, Ghomesand Trolls
Enter the kingdom of make-believe on Thursday, April 17 from 6 -7 p.m. There will be crafts, games and activities
about these mythical creatures. A $1 registration feeis due by Tuesday, April 15.

American GirlsClub
The newest American Girl, Julie Albright, will be introduced on Saturday, April 26 from 11 a.m. - noon. Join us for
activitiesfrom Julie’ stime - 1974. A $1 registration feeisdue by Thursday, April 24.
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Galesb urg Histo I'Y by Patty Mosher, Library Archives

In 1888 aman named Ira L. Pillsbury moved to Galesburg and, in partnership with Edward Gedler, founded the City
Greenhouse. There already were five floristsin Galesburg, but Ira thought he could turn a profit and keep steady custom-
ers. He wasright. After two years of business, Ira became the sole owner of what was to become one of the oldest family-
owned businesses in Galesburg, Pillsbury Greenhouse. In 1898, Ira’ s large advertisements boasted having the “ choicest
roses and cut flowers with decorations and designs being a specialty and all kinds of house and bedding plants available.”
In those days you could take one of the East Main streetcars to the greenhouse on the corner of Locust and East Main or
make atelephone call to the downtown office located at 223 E. Main St. and order freshly cut flowers by dialing 257.

Ira s son, Walter, was born in 1899 and |learned the greenhouse trade early. While in grade school, after mowing the
lawn and tending the family garden, Walter would step across the driveway of the family home at 65 Locust St. to the large
greenhouse and become another employee who was paid 5 cents an hour. Learning every phase of the business, Walter
took over from hisfather in 1925. He owned and operated the greenhouse until 1961.

Rising every morning at 4:30, he began his day tending the plants. He improved the business over the years, using lights
in the winter, acquiring improved fertilizers and keeping the business up to date. By the 1950s, geraniums were one of the
Pillsbury specialties with 25,000 potted geraniums produced wholesale, shipped throughout Illinois and lowa with cuttings
sent al over the United States. The business had both wholesale and retail accounts. That kept the large greenhouse a busy
place operating at capacity every year. In August of 1961, Walter retired and sold the business to Ted Ferris and John
Long, who changed the name of the businessto Long - Ferris Greenhouse & Garden Center. After 1965 there was no
listing in the city directory at the address of this former well-known family business.

New Online Catalog

Y ou can log into the new online catalog to renew materials, place items on hold, and add an email address to your
library account. Access the catalog from the library home page (www.galesburglibrary.org). Y ou will need to enter
your password (or PIN) to access your account online. Y our password may be the words “changeme” (run together),
or it may be your birthday in mmddyyyy format (for example, 04011960 for April 1, 1960). If these do not work,
bring a phaoto ID to the Reference Desk to find out your password. Once you have logged in, you can change your
password to something of your own choosing.

If you add an email addressto your account, you will receive notification of itemsthat are on hold and items
that are overdue by email. Once you makethe switch, make sureyou check your email addressregularly. If
you do not check your email account every day, we don’t recommend that you add it to your library account. If
you do not add an email address you will receive notifications by phone or regular mail. As aways, if you have any
questions, please check with Reference staff. Thank you!

Odds & BEnds

Radio Personalities Music Morning More Teen News
Reminder! Listen to library staff On Saturday, April 19 at 10 April 8 at 6 p.m. the GPL Teen Advisory Board
members talk about upcoming a.m., Mark Antonio Barone, will meet to plan programs, select materials and

library programs and eventson ~ Soloist with the Knox-Galesburg ~ snack. Stop by the Reference Desk for info.
WGIL-1400 AM on Tuesday, Symphony, will be hosting the

April 1at 9:15a.m. and on performances of the 14th The last Wednesday of each month from

WAIK-1590 AM on Monday, Annual KGS Y oung Pianists 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. will be Animanga Afternoons.

April 28 at 8:45 a.m. Competition Winners at the Come watch anime series, swap manga, draw or
Orpheum. cosplay. No reservations required. Just come

and enjoy !
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The Back Page
Book Clubs

In April, the two adult book clubs will be discussing the same book: The Hemingway Book Club of Kosovo.
Author Paula Huntley, the keynote speaker for this year’s Big Read, will be at the meetings to discuss the
book and her experiences in Kosovo. Copies of the book can be purchased at the library, and Ms. Huntley
will sign them after the meetings. The Tuesday meetingison April 8 at 1:00 p.m. at the library; the
Thursday meetingison April 10 at 6:30 p.m. at Kaldi’s Coffeehouse. Everyone is welcome.

Movie Club

The Movie of the Book Club will head to Showplace 8 on Tuesday, April 15 in the evening to see anew
movie with literary ties (if oneis playing —if not we'll see another movie that looks interesting). The exact
title and time will be announced the week before. We'll head to Perkins Restaurant afterwards for dis-
cussion. Email reference@gal esburglibrary.org if you would like your email address to be added to the
Movie Club email notification list. You can also call the Reference Desk at 343-6118 for details.

My Media Mall

Do you use My MediaMall? If you do, please stop by or call the Reference Desk or send an email message to refer-
ence@galesburglibrary.org. The My MediaMall contract is up for renewal. Library staff would like to know who is
using this service as we make a decision about renewing the contract. Thank you.



